
Conservation Compliance and the
2014 Farm Bill
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ÅWelcome and purpose.

ÅBackground 

ÅThe New Farm Bill compliance requirements. 

ÅProducer certification of compliance.

ÅUnderstanding conservation compliance and the 2014 
Farm Bill. 

ÅKey dates to remember.

ÅHow to get more information and assistance. 

ÅQuestions and Answers. 
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Background

The Food Security Act was enacted on December 
23, 1985.  Title XII of this Act introduced 2 
conservation provisions to address environmental 
concerns associated with soil erosion and wetland 
conversion:

ÅHighly Erodible Land (HEL) Conservation, or 
ǘƘŜ ά{ƻŘōǳǎǘŜǊέ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ

Å²ŜǘƭŀƴŘ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǊ ά{ǿŀƳǇōǳǎǘŜǊέ
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Background continued

Purpose.The purpose of the provisions is to remove 
certain incentives for persons to produce agricultural 
commodities on highly erodible land or converted 
wetland and to therebyτ

(1) Reduce soil loss due to wind and water erosion;
(2) Protect the Nation's long-term capability to produce 
food and fiber;
(3) Reduce sedimentation and improve water quality; and
(4) Assist in preserving the values, acreage, and functions 
of the Nation's wetlands.
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Agricultural Act of 2014

Re-linked federally subsidized Crop Insurance with Conservation 
Compliance.

5



Working Together

FSA, NRCS and RMA are working 
together to implement the provisions 
of the 2014 Farm Bill linking crop 
insurance premium subsidy to 
HELC/WC Compliance  
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Impact of 2014 Farm Bill

All persons seeking any premium subsidy, regardless of 

crops grown or insured, must certify compliance:

ÅCurrent FSA or NRCS program participants are subject 

to conservation compliance and not impacted by linking 

eligibility for premium subsidy to conservation 

compliance

ÅPersons new to compliance will be provided additional 

time to come into compliance 

ÅPersons not in compliance can still buy crop insurance 

but will not be eligible for premium subsidy
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New and Specific to Crop Insurance 
ONLY

ÅAdministratively Final Determination (AFD)

ÅReinsurance year (July 1-June 30)

ÅFebruary 7, 2014 (Agriculture Act of 2014, 
signed)

ÅFirst-time filer

ÅCrop insurance premium assistance (subsidy)

ÅTimely evaluation

ÅEquitable contribution
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Certification of Compliance

ÅThe AD-1026 is the form for producers to certify 

compliance

ÅTo be eligible for the crop insurance premium subsidy for 

the next reinsurance year (beginning July 1, 2015) 

producers must have an AD-1026 on file certifying their 

HELC/WC compliance by

June 1, 2015
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Filing AD-1026

Who has to file?
Å Anyone requesting benefits 
Å Affiliated persons with farming interests

When do they file?
Å Before eligible for payment/benefit
Å For premium subsidy, June 1 before the 

reinsurance year

Continuous certification
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New Version of AD-1026 and 
AD-1026 Appendix

Å Revised versions issued October 30, 2014

Å Any previously filed version of AD-1026 
remains valid if no changes to answers and 
no violation 

Å No requirement to provide producers new 
version of AD-1026 Appendix until new AD-
1026 filed 
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AD-1026 and AD-1026 Appendix 
(10-30-14) 

Reasons for Changes:

ÅAccommodate needs of broader range of 
producers who are required to provide 
certification of compliance with HELC/WC 
provisions 

ÅProvide additional clarity

Note: No substantive change for FSA and NRCS customers.
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Wetland Conservation Compliance

For Wetland Conservation Compliance, a producer is certifying  they 
will NOT: 

(1) Convert a wetland by draining, dredging, filling, leveling, removing 
woody vegetation, or any other activity that results in impairing or 
reducing the flow and circulation of water in a way that would allow 
the planting of an agricultural commodity.

(2) NOT to use proceeds from any FSA farm loan, insured or 
guaranteed, or any USDA cost-share  program, in such a way that 
might result in negative impacts to a wetland, except for those projects 
evaluated and approved by NRCS.
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Highly Erodible Land Conservation 
Compliance

For Highly Erodible Land Compliance a producer agrees 
that they will not plant or produce an agricultural 
commodity on highly erodible land unless it is farmed 
in accordance with a conservation plan approved by 
NRCS.
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Reporting Activities on Form AD-1026

ÅProducers must notify FSA and update Form AD-1026 
if conducting activities that may affect their 
certification.

ÅFSA will subsequently notify NRCS and NRCS will 
provide highly erodible land or wetland technical 
determinations or a conservation plan if needed.
ÅFSA will delineate the specific field requiring a highly 

erodible land determination

ÅFSA will mark the specific wetland areas for determination

ÅNRCS will use the appropriate methods to complete 
the determination referred by FSA.
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Form AD-1026

Å AD-1026 was modified to incorporate the new provisions relating to 
crop insurance. A checkbox was added for producers to indicate 
ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ άƴŜǿ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜέΦ     

Å Producers new to compliance will need to have HEL determinations 
for their land if producing ag commodities for the year of 
certification.  

ÅWetland determinations may be needed if the producer indicates 
that modifying drainage systems is planned or if new drainage 
systems are planned to be installed. 

Å AD-1026 is a continuous certification and only needs to be updated 
or revised when the producer plans to take an action that will affect 
how the questions are answered. 
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Overview of AD-1026
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AD-1026, Part A

18


